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PRESENTATION OUTLINE

Historical development 
of Hersfeld Abbey and 
town from foundation 

to Reformation

Geographical location 
and demographic 

information of Bad 
Hersfeld

Medieval urban growth, 
guilds, and town 

fortifications

Religious and cultural 
landmarks including the 

Abbey and Lullus 
Festival

Significant historical 
events like Vitalis Night 

and Reformation 
impacts

Modern developments 
including industry, 

education, and cultural 
festivals



BAD HERSFELD ð

TWIN TOWN OF 
MALMESBURY,

SUMPERK,

L´HAYE LES 
ROSES AND 

BAD 
SALZUNGEN

ÅThe spa town Bad Hersfeld is located in the Hersfeld-

Rotenburg district in eastern Hesse. Bad Hersfeld is 

known for its famous Bad Hersfeld Theatre Festival in 

the Abbey ruin since 1951

ÅAltitude: 200 m above sea level - Ground: 73,87 qkm

ÅWeather:  Average temperatures: 21 degrees Celsius, 

wind 11 km/h, 72% humidity

ÅPopulation: 30,846 (31 December 2024) ðPopulation 

density: 418 / qkm

ÅPostal code: 36251

ÅCalling code: +49 6621

ÅMayoress:  Mrs.  Anke Hofmann



LOCATION OF BAD HERSFELD IN GERMANY



HISTORICAL FORMS OF THE 
NAME OF HERSFELD 
MENTIONED IN DOCUMENTS

Å 736 Haerulfisfelt 

Å 779 Hariulfisfelt 

Å 780 Erulvisfeld 

Å 782 Harulfisfelt 

Å 968 Herocampia and Herolfesfeld (pago Hassiae)

Å 1099 Herosfeld 

Å 1107 Herveld 

Å 1134 Herschfeld or Hersfeld  

Å 1617 Hirschfeld

Å 1900 Hersfeld



HERSFELD IN THE EARLY MEDIEVAL TIME

400 BC  Excavations 
document remains of 
settlements from the 

Laténe period in the abbey 
district

736 monk Sturmius, who 
came from Bavaria, builds 
the first chapel covered 

with bark on the site of the 
already abandoned 

settlement of "Haerulfisfelt"

744 Sturmius moves into 
the interior of the 

"Buchonia" on Boniface's 
instructions and founds the 

monastery of Fulda

754 Lullus (Lull) succeeds 
St. Boniface as Bishop of 

Mainz

769 Lullus founds a 
Benedictine monastery in 

Hersfeld ðas a competitor 
to Fulda

775 Hersfeldis elevated to 
an imperial abbey by 

Charlemagne (protection 
document)



LULL(US) ð
MONK FROM 
MALMESBURY ð

òCONDITOR 
HERSFELDIAEó 
FOUNDER OF 
HERSFELD 
MONASTERY IN 
769



HERSFELD ABBEY BECOMES AN IMPERIAL 
MONASTERY IN 775

769 Monastery founded as 
a Benedictine monastery by 

Lull, monk from 
Malmesbury

775 becomes property of 
King Charlemagne,  with 
free election of abbots by 

the monks

Liberation from all 
episcopal and countial 

power

In secular terms, the 
monastery was subordinate 
to the king, and the abbot's 
position as imperial prince 

was in the offing.

From a spiritual/canonical 
point of view, the 

monastery is directly 
subordinate to the Pope

Generous donations from 
Charlemagne expand the 

power of the monastery in 
Hesse and Thuringia



BISHOP LULLUS OF MAINZ HANDS OVER THE HERSFELD MONASTERY 
IN QUIERZY TO FRANCONIAN KING CHARLES (CHARLEMAGNE) IN 775



RECONSTRUCTION OF THE 
MONASTERY COMPLEX



THE ONLY SURVIVING WING OF THE 
MONASTERY (MUSEUM)



The romanesque Abbey church
(Reconstruction)



THE ROMANESQUE 
ABBEY CHURCH
(RECONSTRUCTION)



HERSFELD ABBEY RUIN TODAY



THE CRYPT ð BURIAL PLACE OF 
ST. LULLUS AND ST. WIGBERT 
(RECONSTRUCTION)



THE CRYPT TODAY ðRUIN SINCE 1761



THE BREVIARIUM LULLI 
- TITHE DIRECTORY

ÅIn the tithe register (Breviarium Lulli) the 

possessions of the monastery are documented 

around 810

ÅIn Carolingian times, Hersfeld Abbey had 

approximately 

Å60,000 acres of land

Å193 villages, 132 of which are in Thuringia 

and as far away as Halle an der Saale



HERSFELD 
MONASTERY 
PROPERTY IN 
THE MIDDLE 
AGES

FROM INGELHEIM VIA 

MEMLEBEN TO HALLE AN DER 

SAALE


